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This reintroduction program will use an adaptive management approach based on continued 
assessments, research findings, and public input. Stocking strategies and regulations will change 
accordingly as partners work together to share information and further enhance management 
efforts. Habitat enhancement may become a new focus for the initiative if population expansion 
becomes a reality. 

Management Goals: 

1. Evaluate key habitat criteria for Grayling

2. Assess suitable Grayling habitat in the Upper Manistee River and other high

suitability watersheds

3. Assess fish populations and densities in the Upper Manistee River

4. Establish population goals and limiting factors

5. Change state statute to legalize fishing for Grayling

6. Implement regulation changes to aid in Grayling reintroduction and to

manage future fishing opportunities for Grayling

7. Determine final disposition of surplus broodstock as necessary

Fish Production Focus Area: 

4 

The role fish production plays in the effort to reestablish Grayling in Michigan differs significantly 
from the role it plays in many fish management efforts. In most instances, fish destined for stocking 
are reared either intensively in tanks and raceways or extensively in ponds, with the product stocked 
as fingerlings or yearlings. At the onset of this effort, the only fish reared beyond the eyed egg stage 
are those that are to be used as future broodstock. Eyed egg incubation will be finished in RSls 

� strategically located in selected streams. As the
r--_� program advances, future fish production efforts may 

include rearing to later life stages prior to stocking. 
The Michigan Grayling initiative will include 
maintaining broodstocks of Grayling both in external 
ponds and in raceways to ensure backup supplies of 
eggs are available. If the captive brood stock program 
proves successful, the practice of holding broodstock 
in external ponds will most likely be discontinued. 

In preparing for Grayling reintroduction, the 
principles of genetic management must be followed 

to ensure success. All efforts will be made to found this population with as much genetic diversity 
as is practicable. Efforts will be made to obtain fertilized eggs for three successive years from Alaska, 
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Alaska will be held in an isolation facility until they have passed three successive fish health exams.
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This project is made possible by the foundational partnership between the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Little River Band of Ottawa 
Indians, with the support and assistance of the following partners:

• Anglers of the Au Sable
• Au Sable Institute of Environmental

Studies
• Bay Mills Indian Community
• Central Michigan University
• City of Grayling
• Conservation Resource Alliance
• Consumers Energy
• Crawford County Commission
• Delta College
• Department of Environmental Quality
• Department of Natural Resources
• Federation of Fly Fishers, Great Lakes

Council
• Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and

Chippewa Indians
• Grand Valley State University
• Hannahville Indian Community
• Harrietta Hills Hatchery
• Huron Pines RC&D

• Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
• Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake 

Superior Chippewa Indians
• Lake Superior State University
• Little River Band of Ottawa Indians
• Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa 

Indians
• Michigan Hydropower Coalition
• Michigan State University
• Michigan Technological University
• Michigan Trout Unlimited
• Nature Conservancy
• Northern Michigan University
• Sault Ste Marie Tribe of Chippewa 

Indians
• University of Michigan
• United States Fish and Wildlife 

Service
• United States Forest Service
• United States Geological Survey 




